
 

 

 

Presidents Message – January 2023  
  
Brother Friars, 
 
Greetings! I pray the New Year brings Peace and Blessings to each friar and his 
family.  I want to share three items with you; first my reflections on the December 
meeting, second the rationale for a two-tier annual dues structure adopted at our 
First Friday Friars Board of Directors meeting, and third an invitation for each friar to 
bring a potential new member as a guest to our February meeting.  
 
First, reflections on our December meeting.  
 
Our Christmas meeting was a celebration of our Catholic faith with its promise of 
salvation and redemption.  Our delicious plated fish luncheon of Grilled Cajun Mahi 
Mahi was served with salad and dessert.   Kudos to the caterer for adapting to the 
overflow as luncheon attendees far outnumbered those who RSVP’d.  Thanks to the 
Clover Chorale of St. John the Baptist School for an outstanding presentation of 
Christmas music.  At the meeting two friars, Randall Chapman and Jean-Paul Afif 
volunteered to join our board of Directors.  Welcome Randall and Jean-Paul. 
 
Second:  First Friday Friars Board of Directors adopted a “two tier” annual dues 
structure.  One tier applies to membership “on the rolls of the First Friday Friars as 
of 1 January 2023”.  Included in this tier are new members aged 60 or more years, 
they are Senior Members. This legacy or Senior membership tier numbers 143 First 
Friday Friars (as reported by treasurer 1/4/2023).    The annual renewal fee for 
legacy/senior members is $200.  The $200 annual renewal is an increase of $50 from 
the “Pre-pandemic” annual dues of $150 per year.  The $50 increase is driven by the 



 

inflation of food and services; the $50 increase DOES NOT match the cost of 9 
meals at $43.60 each (nearly $400).  However, the “legacy” members are not diligent 
attendees; some of the legacy pay dues BUT do not partake of some or all of the 9 
meals. 
 
The second tier is our target growth demographic, Catholic men aged 40 to 60 who 
are seeking friendship and networking to expand contacts in the Catholic 
community.   This target demographic is NEW membership, for which the actual 
cost of meals is not a financial hardship.  The annual membership fee (and 
subsequent renewal fee) is $350.  
  
Third:   Our group is only as strong as its membership. Our new website 
(https://www.firstfridayfriars.com/)  will go a long way in enabling you to ask other 
members of your parish to view, engage and join in fellowship with like-minded 
Catholic men.  For the First Friday Friars to flourish we need to invite five potential 
members specifically that are age 40 to 60, our target demographic new 
member.   Our February speaker is Stephen Holte, Founding President of Cristo Rey 
Orange County High School.  I ask every friar to RSVP to insure we have enough 
food prepared for all friars and guests.  I ask every friar to extend invitations to five 
fellow parishioners, young Catholic men, and to bring a guest to the February 
meeting.  “Every one bring one!”  
  
Faithfully yours in Christ Jesus, 
Hugh Lynch 
Hugh Lynch, President 
First Friday Friars 
lynch02@roadrunner.com 
714-993-6874 

 

 


